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Background 

• 2007: ICCAT adopted Recommendation 07-10 to develop  

  the bluefin tuna catch documentation (BCD) scheme 

• 2008: U.S. implementation of BCD scheme  

• 2010: ICCAT adopted Recommendation 10-11 to develop  

  an electronic bluefin tuna catch documentation system 

  (eBCD system) 

• 2013: ICCAT set implementation date for March 1, 2015 

• 2014: ICCAT decided system would not be fully developed 

  by deadline 

 



Timeline 
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• Proposed rule to implement eBCD system publishes 
October 9, 2015 

• Comment period ends November 9, 2015 
 

• Date for implementation of the eBCD system anticipated to 
be set during November 2015 ICCAT annual meeting 
 

• Timing of final rulemaking would aim to implement system 
by ICCAT deadline 

• Deadline potentially as early as March 1, 2016 



eBCD System 
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• eBCD system builds on paper-based BCD program 

• Used by HMS International Trade Permit (ITP) holders 

• Required for all imports, exports, or re-exports of 

bluefin tuna 

• Validated by exporting or re-exporting country, except 

for tagged fish 

• eBCD system available for testing and use on voluntary 

basis 

 

 



eBCD System 
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Setting Up a User Account 
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Creation of New eBCD 



Creation of New eBCD 
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Creation of New eBCD 
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Creation of eBCD- Tagged Fish Exempt from 

Validation 
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Trade Section 
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Trade Section 



Final eBCD with Catch and Trade 
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• Detailed eBCD system walkthrough available at: 

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/hms/advisory_panels/hms_ap/meetings/sept_2015/

documents/ebcd_system_handout_for_ap_final_090315.pdf 

 

• For information on use of the eBCD system, contact: 

 Kim Dawson Guynn 

  kim.dawson.guynn@noaa.gov 

  (228) 769-8964 
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ian.umces.edu/symbols/ 

Further Information on eBCD System 

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/hms/advisory_panels/hms_ap/meetings/sept_2015/documents/ebcd_system_handout_for_ap_final_090315.pdf
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/hms/advisory_panels/hms_ap/meetings/sept_2015/documents/ebcd_system_handout_for_ap_final_090315.pdf
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/hms/advisory_panels/hms_ap/meetings/sept_2015/documents/ebcd_system_handout_for_ap_final_090315.pdf
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/hms/advisory_panels/hms_ap/meetings/sept_2015/documents/ebcd_system_handout_for_ap_final_090315.pdf


Public Comment and Webinar 
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• Comment period ends November 9, 2015 

• Submit comments online at www.regulations.gov, search      

 NOAA-NMFS-2015-0116 

• By mail to: NMFS/SF1, 1315 East-West Highway, National Marine 

Fisheries Service, SSMC3, Silver Spring, MD 20910 

• Public conference call and webinar on October 13, 2015, 

2:30-4:30 p.m.  

• Conference call: (800) 593-7191, passcode: 9589317 

• Webinar:https://noaaevents3.webex.com/noaaevents3/onstage/g.php

?d=999829506&t=a, meeting number: 999 829 506, password: NOAA  

• Contact: Carrie Soltanoff, carrie.soltanoff@noaa.gov,         

(301) 427-8503 

Questions? 

http://www.regulations.gov/
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